
UNIVERSIDAD DE PUERTO RICO           NÚMERO 11   OTOÑO 2018
REVISTA DE ARQUITECTURA           ‘REALIDADES HÍBRIDAS’

IN
FO

R
M

A
 20

18 
N

Ú
M

E
R

O
 11 

‘R
E

A
L

ID
A

D
E

S H
ÍB

R
ID

A
S’ 

ISSU
E

 11 
‘H

Y
B

R
ID

 R
E

A
L

IT
IE

S’

‘Hybrid Realities’ ISSN:  2637–7950

$24

UNIVERSITY OF PUERTO RICO           ISSUE 11    AUTUMN 2018 
ARCHITECTURAL JOURNAL     
     



informa

informa
Issue #11 ‘Hybrid Realities’
Autumn 2018

University of Puerto Rico
Río Piedras Campus
School of Architecture
11 Ave Universidad STE 1101
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00925-2531 

escuela.arquitectura@upr.edu
+1(787)764-0000 Ext. 87822 

www.informa.uprrp.edu



informa #11
‘HYBRID REALITIES’

AUTUMN 2018

INTRODUCTION
INTRODUCCIÓN
 
6 About
 Aims and Scope
 Editorial Policy
 Peer-Review Process
7 Submission Guidelines
8 Masthead
 Editorial Board
10 Editor’s Note
12 Dean’s Message
14 Abstracts

ESSAYS
ENSAYOS

36–38                 El ‘espacio universal’ y la nada: 
Dos interpretaciones intuitivas del 
Platonismo Miesiano

  David Rivera

38–40                 The Most Inconvenient Element in 
Eisenman: Redefining Domesticity and  
Romance in House VI

  Emma de Haan

40–41                 Berlin: The Quest for Urban Citizenship 
and Affordable Space

  Martin Schwegmann

42–43                 Building a Self-Determination Gateway: 
The Story of Paseo Boricua

  Ivis García

44–47                 Antartica, the Archive, and Anamorphic  
Landscapes: Oblique Approaches to 
Architecture Through Art

  Polly Gould 

48–49                 Functionalist Hybridization: Modern 
Architecture in Latin America

  Luis E. Carranza

49–52                 Glitching and Buffering:  
Inhabiting the Glitch

  Matthew Turner

53–59                 Hidden in Plain Sight: The Conspicuous 
Absence of Personal Life in the 
Modernist Narrative of Domestic Space

  Mrinal S. Rammohan





PEER-REVIEWED PAPERS
ARTÍCULOS ARBITRADOS

60–67                 Del sincretismo a la heterotopía: Lo que 
nos pasa sin saberlo

  Juan Penabad

82–87                 Architectural Visualization in the  
Age of Mixed Reality

  Ming Tang

REVIEW
RESEÑA

88–91                 De la arquitectura como materia  
prima del arte: Poéticas arquitectónicas 
en el arte contemporáneo 1970–2008  
de David Moriente

  Laura Bravo

PROJECTS
PROYECTOS

106–109 Make an Anthropo-Scene!
  Joseph Altshuler & Julia Sedlock

110–115 3D Scan House
  Bernadette Devilat & Felipe Lanuza

INTERVIEWS
ENTREVISTAS

20–35                 Una tarde en la casa de Jesús Amaral: 
Sobre la hibridez del quehacer 
 Mayra Jiménez-Montano

68–81                 La sutileza del detalle: La Obra de José 
Ricardo Coleman-Davis

  Lilliana Ramos-Collado

92–105                 Fiestas, jardines y vestidos:  
La práctica de Takk

  María Gabriela Flores

BIOGRAPHIES
BIOGRAFÍAS

116–119 

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS
CONVOCATORIA

124 



40

BERLIN: THE QUEST FOR URBAN  
CITIZENSHIP AND AFFORDABLE SPACE 

Martin Schwegmann
1,460 Words

In the middle of Berlin, at the Alexanderplatz, one of 
the last buildings in public hands stays empty at this 
moment. It looks like a haunted house, 40,000 sqm 
without windows, 10 floors high, the House of Statistics: 
headquarters of statistical institutes both of the GDR 
and later of the Federal Republic of Germany, as well as 
the East German intelligence agency, Stasi. Today, it is  
a symbol of the quest for affordable space in the growing 
city tossed around on the waves of neoliberal globaliza-
tion. It is a place where two discourses, or better still 
two fight lines converge: affordable space for housing, 
working and artistic production, and the question of 
civil rights and urban citizenship of refugees. 

WHAT HAPPENED? 

In the so-called “summer of migration” in 2015, 600 
people arrived on peak days in Berlin from the war 
zones in Syria, Iraq, and Afghanistan, and from the 
poverty and cruelty shaken states in sub-Saharan 
Africa. Women, men, and children made their way to 
Berlin, taking chancellor Merkel’s words “We make it!” 1 
at face value. These dynamics caused a remarkable 
shift. Long-fought-for changes came at arms length. 
The selling and use of public lands to the highest bidder 
became a political ambition. Around the House of 
Statistics, an initiative 2 developed, seeking to transform 
this former Stasi office building into social housing for 
refugees, students, seniors, as well as, providing spaces 
for artistic and cultural production and education.
 In 1993 Architect Hans Kollhoffs won the competi-
tion for the masterplan for the Alexanderplatz, the 
central square where the emblematic Berlin TV tower 
is  located. The masterplan foresaw 11, 100 meter-high 
skyscrapers—a massive intervention into Berlin’s 
usually 33 meter-eaves. However, the masterplan has 
not been carried out. In 2015 the plan was revised to 
reduce the amount of skyscrapers to nine, given the fact 
that some GDR high-rise buildings had been renovated 
and given monument protection. At the same time, the 
pressure on available space in the city has reached 
a new high: after the financial and euro crisis, interna-
tional capital was pouring into Berlin, which at about 
the same time started to grow by about 50,000 inhabit-
ants a year. After decades of stagnant numbers of 
inhabitants and a subsequent oversupply of available 
and affordable spaces for housing and production, one 
of Berlin’s main currencies for its late and alternative 
success became scarce all of a sudden. Real estate prices 
were and are roaring, especially compared to the 
income of Berliners. 
 There is a threefold hybridity of dynamics at play 
in Berlin whereby the House of Statistics can be seen 
as one of its prominent culmination points: The global 
financial crisis, the increasingly intense debate on 

affordable space for housing, but also for cultural 
production and small businesses, and the summer 
of migration, which raised the question on how to 
provide basic human rights to a relatively high  
number of refugees, and furthermore how to live 
together as a society.
 On one side of the political spectrum the claim 
for a new approach to citizenship, partly an urban 
citizenship 3, is arising in the wake of the refugee topic. 
On the other, there is a shift to the right in the political 
system in Germany and the rest of the EU becomes 
visible. It can be observed that EU nation-states, includ-
ing Germany, “expand the modes of control” 4 of immi-
grants by harsher enforcement of migratory laws at the 
borders or even totally close of the national borders 
like in Hungary. At the same time, cities have deployed 
stronger enforcement of inner border control, in the 
sense of continuous control of the immigrant’s legal 
residency status which is monitored by local authorities 
and handed over to federal agencies. In this light, the 
idea of urban citizenship seems to be rather ambiguous 
in places where a differentiated system of civil rights 
for different groups of refugees 5 is in effect. One result 
of this different-rights-for-different-refugees approach 
is that discrimination differs between migrant groups: 
certain groups are systematically marginalized and 
denied a future in Germany.
 This creates a paradoxical situation where refugees 
are supposed to become part of the cities they arrive 
to, but on the other hand they have a very hard time in 
becoming part of the local community and partake in 
the most basic activities due to unclear legal residency 
status. In Germany they are not allowed to work if they 
do not have legal status; they are not allowed to produce 
their own goods, sell things, not even open a bank 
account. In many cases they are denied many public 
services 6. Access to substantial rights is based on 
national citizenship, not on residency. Many scholars, 
politicians, and civil rights groups claim that, in order 
to form a functioning urban society, access to substan-
tial rights like housing, healthcare, education, and 
cultural recreation, need to be based not on citizenship, 
but on denizenship.
 However, there is little tangible development 
towards an urban citizenship approach in cities in 
Germany even though there are many pragmatic and 
yet highly inspirational cooperative practices 7 that 
cater to refugees. Unlike the sanctuary cities discussion 
in the USA, in Germany there are no cities that apply 
local practices that are not in line with federal institu-
tions and procedures to protect its denizens. Looking 
at Berlin, one could better talk about sanctuary districts 
that allow for a certain degree and so far unprecedented 
level of self organization and articulation. Two examples 
can be seen in this light: a refugee protest camp at the 
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central Oranien square (2012–2013) in the former 
western inner city district of Kreuzberg, and an occupied 
empty school building 8 in the same district during the 
same years. Both actions were related to a 500 kilome-
ter protest march from Würzburg to Berlin against the 
prohibition of work for refugees and the restriction to 
free movement within Germany and the EU. On both 
examples, local district tolerated the occupation and 
wanted to allow space for the protest against federal 
states policies. In contrast, the city of Berlin on the 
regional level 9 wanted to intervene with police force. 
In both cases the occupations got evacuated by the 
district and the senate (regional level) after strong 
protests and the status quo was reinstalled. That was 
the case in 2014, before the summer of migration. 
 Today, the war in Syria remains as inhumane as 
one could imagine, but the influx of migrants has been 
reduced as a result of a deal with the increasingly author-
itarian Turkish regime and the increased support of the 
stumbling regime in Libya. In this context the House of 
Statistics remains a symbol of a sanctuary in the city 
center of Berlin. It is a promise for a user-centered, not 
only profit driven way of making our city. The chances 
that the local initiative will accomplish its purposes—
affordable housing, spaces for working and for cultural 
production, as well as living spaces for refugees—remain. 
The newly elected left  regional government—consist-
ing of a coalition of the social democrats, the left party, 
and the greens—could could become an enabler in 
converting the House of Statistics into a hybrid space 
which could become a remarkable example of how 
cities in Europe do not always have to abide by market 
pressures and how de facto citizen rights can be granted 
on an urban level.

1     “Wir schaffen das!” stated by Chancellor Angela 
Merkel in a press conference on August 31, 2015 
asked for the immigration challenge that year.

2     “Initiative Haus der Statistik,” https://
hausderstatistik.org/. 

3     The concept of an urban citizenship claims a 
residency based provision of basic rights rather 
than a citizenship based one. 

4     Henrik Lebuhn, “Urban Citizenship, Border 
Practices and Immigrants’ Rights in Europe: 
Ambivalences of a Cosmopolitan Project,” Open 
Citizenship 4, Issue 2 (2013): 13.

5     Aihwa Ong, Neoliberalism as Exception: Mutations 
in Citizenship and Sovereignty (Durham: Duke 
University Press, 2006).

6     This situation has been worked on by official 
institutions in the last years, however it has not 
been resolved in a satisfactory manner.

7     Moabit Hilft, Campus Metropolis, Sharehouse 
Refugio, CUCULA, Akademie der 
ZUsammenKUNFT (carried out by the Initiative  
of House of Statistics).

8     Gerhart-Hauptmann-Schule
9     Berlin is one state of the 16 German states. 



ABOUT

informa is the peer-reviewed 
journal of the University of Puerto 
Rico School of Architecture.  
Initially conceived as a pro                fessional 
architecture magazine from 2001–
2015, it has now been reformatted 
as an academic publication. The 
journal publishes commiss                ioned  
and peer-reviewed articles about 
architecture, urbanism, and  
spatial theory.

AIMS AND SCOPE

informa has been a printed plat-
form for the dissemination of work 
by professors at the University of 
Puerto Rico School of Architecture, 
and for a number of local and 
international contributors. Since 
2001, informa has focused in 
publishing essays and projects that 
address, analyze, or reflect on 
history, design, technology, urban               -
ism, and teaching. The recognitions 
it has received throughout the years 
and the contributions made to 
architectural debates, particularly 
within Latin America, have been  
an encouragement to broaden 
informa’s discussions.
  Today, seeking to reaffirm 
its relevance in this second genera-
tion, the Editorial Board retains 
informa’s original foundations 
while simultaneously aiming to 
broaden its outlook, by reformulat-
ing the publication into an indexed, 
peer-reviewed journal. In collabo-
rative spirits responding to the 
digital realities of the twenty-first 
century, and to connect the journal 
to a more extensive audience,  
informa is reconceived as an 
open- access, online publication.  
In this way, the journal becomes  
a vehicle to discuss, teach, learn,  
and disseminate from within the 
Caribbean, but in forthright  
dialogue with a globalized society. 
This outward projection produces 
knowledge about architecture and 
cities which can ultimately inform 
policies, shift paradigms, and lead 
to the creation of spaces that are 
just, inclusive, and democratic.
Each issue of informa has, at its 
core, the publication of research 
papers. It also consists of any 
combination of commissioned 
essays, invited projects, reviews 
(books, articles and built work),  

and interviews. It publishes aca-
demically rigorous projects, 
research, and written works that 
elucidate on relevant and timely 
topics within contemporary archi-
tectural discourse.
 Subjects covered include 
writings about individual architec-
tural designers, historians, and 
theorists; theoretical texts; spatial 
theory; architectural history; design 
theory; urbanism; spatial practices 
and cultures; interdisciplinary 
collaborations; place-based art and 
performance; emerging currents 
and patterns; pedagogy; visual 
culture; technology; sustainability; 
and emerging forms of place-based 
cultures. Complimenting these 
multi-perspective approaches, 
topics that are welcome include: 
citizenship, community, user- 
participation, dynamic and uncon-
ventional research methodologies, 
ethics, time and ephemerality, 
history and heritage, structural  
and material innovations, everyday 
life, and the politics of space.

EDITORIAL POLICY

The journal is published once a year. 
Material submitted to informa 
through our call for papers is subject 
to peer review using the ‘dou-
ble-blind’ refereeing process. 
Submissions should follow the rules 
and guidelines established by the 
Chicago Manuel of Style. informa 
will consider articles written in 
Spanish and English that fall within 
the categories described in the 
journal’s aims and scope. All manu-
scripts are subject to initial appraisal 
by the Editor-in-Chief, and, if found 
suitable for further consideration, 
they will then be peer reviewed  
by independent, anonymous expert 
referees from outside of the Uni               -
versity of Puerto Rico. informa 
considers submissions on the 
conditions that:

A.                 The manuscript adheres to the 
journal’s formal and stylistic 
rules and guidelines, as speci-
fied by the Editorial Board on 
the website.

B.                 The manuscript is framed within 
architectural design, history, or 
theory categories, and deal  
with themes that fall within the 
journal’s scope.

C.                 The manuscript must be the 
author’s original work.

D.                 The manuscript must be clearly 
structured, well argued, and  
its objectives must be addressed 
in a coherent manner.

E.                 The manuscript does not 
duplicate any other pre                - 
 viously published work,  
including the author’s  
previously published work.

F.                 The manuscript is not currently 
under consideration for peer 
review, accepted for publication, 
or published elsewhere.

PEER-REVIEW PROCESS

The Editor-in-Chief will review 
each submitted manuscript along-
side a Research Editor to assess 
which manuscripts are to be reject-
ed or accepted for peer-review 
consideration. This decision will be 
based on each manuscript’s ability 
to meet the journal’s Editorial 
Policy and Submission Guidelines. 
 Authors will be notified by 
the Editor-in-Chief of the outcome 
of their submission, stating whether 
the manuscript has been accepted 
for consideration or rejected.
Manuscripts selected for consider-
ation will be passed on for double- 
bind peer-review. Two referees 
from outside of the University of 
Puerto Rico will assess the article 
and fill out the article review sheet 
provided by the Editorial Board.
 The Editor-in-Chief and 
a Research Editor will assess the 
sheet and pass on the anonymous 
feedback with any additional 
comments to the author.  
Referees may recommend to:

1. Accept outright 

2. Request a minor revision, 
where authors revise their 
manuscript to address specific 
concerns 

3. Request a major revision, where 
authors revise their manuscript 
to address significant concerns 
and perhaps undertake addi-
tional work 

4. Reject outright 

6
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Once notified, the authors will re- 
submit their amended manuscripts 
while adhering to the specifications 
listed in the Submission Guidelines. 

The Editor-in-Chief and the 
Research Editor will assess the  
manuscript to ensure the requested 
changes have been amended.  
The authors must provide the 
following documents: 

1. The manuscript has not been 
previously published nor has it 
been accepted for publication 
in another journal or magazine.

2. If the manuscript is published 
in a website or available online 
in any form, upon accepted for 
publication in informa, it will 
be removed from the site. It can 
be replaced by a PDF copy of 
the article as published in infor-
ma, or images of the PDF pages. 
Authors must include the title, 
abstract, keywords, and hyper-
link to the journal.

3. A letter stating that the author 
certifies that republication of 
their article in another forum 
must specify that it was origi-
nally published in informa with 
appropriate citation.

4. Declaration of originality.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

Authors submitting manuscripts to 
informa must do so through the 
journal’s institutional page: 

revistas.upr.edu/index.php/informa/

As a bilingual journal, commissioned 
texts and submitted manuscripts 
will be published in either Spanish 
or English, in accordance to the 
language they were originally 
written in. Abstracts and keywords 
will be published in, both, Spanish 
and English. Authors must submit 
their abstract and keywords in both 
languages. In addition to abiding  
by the journal’s Editorial Policy,  
the following formal and thematic 
specifications must be met in order 
for  articles  to be published in informa:

1.                 The manuscript contains nothing 
that is abusive, defamatory, 
libelous, obscene, fraudulent,  
or illegal.

2.                 Each manuscript’s first page 
must include a full title and 
subtitle, if any.

3.                 For the purposes of blind 
refereeing, the full name of each 
author with current affiliation 
and full contact details plus 
short biographical note (listing 
affiliation, academic merits, 
relevant publications) should  
be sent as a separate document  
and not included in the manu               -
script itself.

4.                 The second page of the manu-
script must include an abstract 
of 150–200 words along with a 
minimum of 5 and maximum of 
10 key words. 

5.                 For research-based manuscripts: 
the target word count is  
4,000–8,000 words.

6.                 For review-based manuscripts 
(books or creative work): the 
word count should not exceed 
1,000 words.

7.                 Submissions must be formatted 
according to the latest Chicago 
Manual of Style.

8.                 The manuscript must be clearly 
organized, with a logical hierar-
chy of headings and subhead-
ings, and specifying images with 
figure numbers.

9.                 Quotations exceeding 40 words 
must be indented.

10.                 Endnotes should be signaled by 
superscript numbers in the 
main text and listed at the end 
of the text before the references.

11.                 All submissions must be sent as, 
both, Word and PDF documents, 
using Times New Roman at 11 
points and with a line spacing of 
1.5, leaving 1” margins around 
the entire page.

12.                 Each author is responsible for 
obtaining necessary permissions 
to reproduce any copyrighted 
material, including images.

13.                 Authors should include a 
separate statement confirming 
that all authors have agreed  
to the submission and that  
the article is not currently  
being considered for pub               -
lication by any other print  
or electronic journal.

14.                 Due to the broad range of 
subject matter, authors are  
also encouraged to separately 
supply the names of one or 
more potential referees. Please 
include those in a “Comments to 
the editor” document, and if 
possible please include poten-
tial referees’ email addresses.
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REGNER RAMOS
 Chair of the Editorial Board
 Assistant Professor,  
 University of Puerto Rico

Dr. Regner Ramos is Assistant 
Professor at the University of Puerto 
Rico School of Archi                tecture, where 
he teaches courses on architectural 
design, spatial theory, and magazine 
production. He holds a Bachelor in 
Environmental Design and a Master 
in Architecture from the University 
of Puerto Rico. Dr. Ramos obtained 
his PhD in Architecture from The 
Bartlett  School  of Architecture  (UCL). 
 His research deals with 
identity, digital technologies, and 
urban spaces, and he is currently 
being funded by Fondos Insti                tucio- 
nales Para la Investigación to carry 
out research on how digital technol-
ogies are informing queer, spatial 
practices in San Juan, Puerto Rico. 
Dr. Ramos is Creative Director and 
Editor-in-Chief of LOBBY maga-
zine, an Editor at Glass maga- 
zine, and has taught at Central Saint 
Martins College of Art and Design, 
London College of Communication, 
Queen Mary University of London, 
and University of Hertfordshire.

SILVIA ÁLVAREZ-CURBELO
 Editorial Board Member
 Professor, University of  
 Puerto Rico

Dr. Silvia Álvarez-Curbelo holds a 
PhD in History from the University 
of Puerto Rico. She is Professor at 
the Graduate School of Communi-
cation of the University of Puerto 
Rico and Director of Centro de 
Investigaciones en Comunicación 
de la Universidad de Puerto Rico 
(CiCom). 
 Dr. Álvarez-Curbelo is 
co-editor of Ilusión de Francia: 
Arquitectura y afrancesamiento en 
Puerto Rico (1997); Hispanofilia: 
Arquitectura y vida en Puerto Rico 
(1998) editor of Frente a la Torre; 
and author of Un país del porvenir: 
el afán de modernidad en Puerto 
Rico (2001). Some of her most 
recent co-authored books are De 
vuelta a la ciudad: San Juan de 
Puerto Rico 1997–2001; Los Impres- 
cindibles: temas para entender  
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BIOGRAPHIES AND 
AFFILIATIONS

JOSEPH ALTSHULER
Architect, Could Be Architecture 

(USA)

Joseph Altshuler is co-founder of 
Could Be Architecture, a Chicago-
based design practice, and the 
founding editor of SOILED, a 
periodical of architectural story   -
telling positioned between a literary 
journal and design magazine.  
He teaches architecture at the 
School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago and the Illinois Institute  
of Technology. Joseph recently 
curated The Unsolicited Sideshow 
at the Chicago Architecture 
Biennial. Journals publishing his 
writing include Log, MAS Context, 
CLOG, Pidgin, and PLAT. His 
winning entry to the international 
Fairy Tales competition is published 
in the book Fairy Tales: When 
Architecture Tells a Story. Altshuler 
holds a Master in Architecture from 
Rice University.

LAURA BRAVO
Professor,  

Universidad de Puerto Rico

Laura Bravo holds a PhD in Art 
History from the Autonónoma 
University of Madrid, and she is 
Professor at the History of Art 
Program at the UPR University of 
Puerto Rico  Río Piedras Campus. 
She has been a researcher in 
different institutions such as the 
Tate Modern, MoMa (New York), 
and the Maison Éuropeenne de la 
Photographie. Bravo is author of 
Ficciones certificadas: Invención  
y apariencia en la creación 
fotográfica, co-author in several 
books on art history and visual 
culture, and founder of the art 
journal Visión Doble (2013). She is 
a researcher and curator of art, and 
one of her most recent projects is 
Ida y Vuelta: Experiences of 
Migration in Contemporary Puerto 
Rican Art, recently exhibitited at the 
Museum of History, Anthropology, 
and Art at the UPR Río Piedras.

LUIS E. CARRANZA
Adjunct Associate Professor,  
Columbia University (USA)

Luis E. Carranza teaches at the 
Graduate School of Architecture, 
Planning, and Preservation 
Columbia University. He is 
Professor of Architecture and Art,  
as well as Architectural History  
at Roger Williams University in 
Bristol, Rhode Island. He obtained 
his B.Arch. at the University of 
Southern California and his PhD  
in Architectural History and  
Theory from Harvard University.  
His research and published  
work focuses primarily on the 
relationship and codependence  
of social, literary, philosophical, 
and theoretical ideas within 
modern art and architecture in 
Latin America (with an emphasis  
on Mexico).

BERNADETTE DEVILAT
Visiting Staff,  

University College London (UK)

Bernadette Devilat is a practicing 
architect with a Master in 
Architecture from the Catholic 
University of Chile (PUC). She is 
co-founder of London-based 
practice Devilat + Lanuza Architects 
and has researched and worked 
in the re-construction of Chilean 
heritage areas since she co-
founded Tarapacá Project after 
the 2005 earthquake. Currently, 
she leads BScan for the support of 
research and teaching of 3D laser 
scanning at The Bartlett School of 
Architecture, UCL, where she also 
obtained her PhD in Architectural 
Design. There she explored the  
role of the latest recording 
technologies in the context of built 
heritage affected by earthquakes. 
Bernadette´s work has been 
awarded, presented and exhibited 
internationally.

MARÍA GABRIELA FLORES
Architect, Flores Kearns,  

CSP (Puerto Rico)

María Gabriela Flores is founder of 
Flores Kearns, CSP, an architecture 
firm based in San Juan, Puerto Rico. 
She holds an undergraduate degree 
in Italian Studies and International 
Relations from Brown University, 
and a Master in Architecture from 
Rice University. Flores has taught  
at the Polytechnic University of 
Puerto Rico and the Pontificia 
Universidad Católica, and she 
currently teaches at the School  
of Architecture at the University  
of Puerto Rico.

IVIS GARCÍA
Professor,  

University of Utah (USA)

Ivis Garcia (AICP) is an urban 
planner with a long history of 
working with and for low-income 
communities throughout the nation 
including Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, the San Francisco Bay Area, 
Washington, D.C. and Chicago. 
García is currently Professor at the 
University of Utah in City and 
Metropolitan Planning as well as 
the Vice-Chair for the Planning 
Commission in Salt Lake City.  
Her work addresses the problems 
of access to opportunity, uneven 
development, as well as grassroots 
organizing and community 
development. She is especially 
interested in facilitating the 
integration of under-represented 
populations into democratic 
planning processes.
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POLLY GOULD
Post-Doctoral Research Fellow, 

Newcastle University (UK)

Polly Gould is an artist, writer,  
and curator with an interest in 
collections, archives, exploration, 
and ecology. Gould has shown  
work in botanic gardens and natural 
history museums as well as in 
gallery spaces internationally.  
In collaboration with Anne 
Eggebert, Gould curated the 
touring exhibition TOPOPHOBIA: 
Fear of Place in Contemporary Art, 
2012. She completed a PhD in Art 
and Architecture at The Bartlett 
School of Architecture (UCL) and  
is currently a Post-Doctoral 
Research Fellow in Design-led 
Architectural Research with the 
Architectural Research 
Collaborative at Newcastle 
University. She has a forthcoming 
monograph titled Antarctica 
through Art and the Archive:  
The Polar Expeditions of Edward 
Wilson published by I. B Tauris. 
Gould is represented by Danielle 
Arnaud London.
 

EMMA DE HAAN
Architectural Assistant,  

Baynes and Mitchell Architects (UK)

Emma de Haan did her under   -
graduate degree in architecture at 
the Royal Melbourne Institute of 
Technology (RMIT), and a MArch 
from The Bartlett School of 
Architecture (UCL). Her final year 
project explored the intersection 
between private domestic 
architecture and political, public 
spaces. De Haan continues to write 
on the subject of domesticity while 
working with Sterling Prize 
nominated Baynes and Mitchell 
Architects in London.

MAYRA JIMÉNEZ-MONTANO
Interim Dean,  

Universidad de Puerto Rico

Mayra Jiménez-Montano obtained 
her Bachelor’s Degree in Environ   -
mental Design and her Master in 
Architecture from the University of 
Puerto Rico School of Architecture. 
In 2011, she graduated from the 
Master in Visual Arts and Education 
of the University of Granada in 
Spain, and completed her Doctorate 
from the same institution in 2016. 
Since 1995, she teaches design 
fundamentals to first year 
architecture students at the 
University of Puerto Rico, and she 
is currently Interim Dean of the 
School of Architecture of the 
University of Puerto Rico. Her line 
of research focuses on the 
development of visual method   -
ologies applied to the design 
process, forming part of local and 
international research groups.

FELIPE LANUZA
Postdoctoral Researcher,  
UCL Urban Laboratory,  

University College London (UK)

Felipe Lanuza is a practicing 
architect, researcher and educator, 
and co-founder of London-based 
practice Devilat + Lanuza Architects.  
He was trained at the University  
of Chile, obtained his MArch at the 
Catholic University of Chile, and 
holds a PhD in Architectural Design 
from The Bartlett School of 
Architecture, UCL. Felipe has 
taught and exhibited internationally. 
He is Associate Fellow at the UK 
Higher Education Academy, Senior 
Associate at Urban Transcripts.  
He currently teaches Architecture, 
Landscape and Urbanism at 
Kingston University and is a 
postdoctoral researcher at the UCL 
Urban Laboratory.

JUAN PENABAD 
Instructor,  

Universidad de Puerto Rico

A pacticing architect, Juan Penabad 
completed his undergraduate 
degree from the University of 
Puerto Rico School of Architecture, 
and his Master in Architecture at 
Yale University. Committed with  
teaching  since 1993, Penabad has 
taught at the School of Architecture 
of the Polytechnic University of 
Puerto Rico, as well as the School of 
Architecture of the University of 
Puerto Rico.  He teaches courses on 
building technology, professional 
practice, applied theory and design 
method, along with drawing and 
design studios from freshman year, 
on to graduate level. 

MRINAL S. RAMMOHAN
Architectural Writer (UK)

Mrinal S. Rammohan is a writer 
with a keen interest in architectural 
history and theory. He completed 
his Master in Architectural History 
from The Bartlett School of 
Architecture (UCL), and is now 
working as Written Communications 
Manager at Foster + Partners in 
London. His previous research  
has been exhibited at prestigious 
venues including the Royal Institute 
of British Architects (RIBA) and  
the Venice Biennale 2014. He is also 
one of the founding editors of 
LOBBY magazine. A sharp storyteller, 
his current research interests 
include exploring the boundaries of 
satire and using fiction as a tool for 
critical thinking.
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LILLIANA RAMOS-COLLADO
Professor,  

Universidad de Puerto Rico 

Lilliana Ramos-Collado is a tenured 
Professor at the University of 
Puerto Rico School of Architecture, 
and teaches courses on archi   -
tectural theory, architectural 
history, curation, and visual culture. 
She is an experienced writer and 
poet, former Curator of the Museo 
de Arte Contemporáneo de Puerto 
Rico, and former Executive Director 
of the Instituto de Cultura 
Puertorriqueña. She holds a Master 
in Comparative Literature and 
Translation, and a Doctorate in 
Spanish Literature from the 
University of Puerto Rico.  
Ramos-Collado completed her 
postdoctoral research in cultural 
patrimony and heritage at the 
Instituto de Estudios Avanzados de 
Universidad de Santiago de Chile.

DAVID RIVERA
Professor,  

Universidad Politécnica  
de Madrid (Spain)

David Rivera-Gamez is an 
architectural historian. He teaches 
history of architecture and 
urbanism at the Escuela Técnica 
Superior de Arquitectura de la 
Universidad Politécnica de Madrid, 
and has Doctorate from the same 
university. His research and 
publications are focused on the 
restoration of modern architectural 
heritage and on the use of cine   -
matic image as a tool in 
architectural analysis. Rivera-
Gamez is author of God is in the 
Details: The Restoration of Modern 
Movement’s Architecture, as  
well as of The Other Modern 
Architecture: Expressionists, 
Metaphysics and Classicists. He is 
director of the architecture and 
cinema magazine Teatro Marittimo. 

MARTIN SCHWEGMANN
Architect and Researcher, Studio 

Commissioner for Berlin (Germany)

Martin Schewgmann is a Berlin-
based architect, urban researcher 
and policy advisor. He is Studio 
Commissioner for Berlin, an 
intermediary between politics and 
administration, civil society and the 
private sector in order to advocate 
for, secure and develop affordable 
space for artistic production. He is 
part of the civil society initiative 
trying to turn the House of Statistics 
in the center of Berlin into an 
innovative place for integrated 
housing and working as well as 
cultural, artistic and social uses. 
Schwegmann is cofounder and 
member of the Urban Research 
Group at the Georg Simmel Center 
for Metropolitan Studies at the 
Humboldt University Berlin.  
His professional focus lies on 
international cooperative urban 
development, urban commons, 
citizens’ participation and self-
organization. He holds a Doctorate 
in urban planning from the  
Habitat Unit at the Technical 
University Berlin. 

JULIA SEDLOCK
Architect,  

Cosmo Design Factory (USA)

Julia Sedlock is a founding member 
and director of Cosmo Design 
Factory, a community design 
collective that provides educational 
and mentorship opportunities for 
their neighbors in Philmont NY. In 
addition to several houses nearing 
completion, her design practice 
leverages architectural speculation 
as a tool for civic engagement and 
community development. Her 
writings have been published in 
PLAT, MAS Context, Soiled, 
Conditions, and Log. Julia has 
taught undergraduate and graduate 
studios at NJIT and holds a Master 
in Architecture and a Master in 
Design Criticism from the 
University of Illinois at Chicago.

MING TANG
Associate Professor,  

University of Cincinnati (USA)

Ming Tang is a registered architect 
and a tenured Associate Professor 
at School of Architecture and 
Interior Design, College of Design, 
Architecture, Art, and Planning, 
University of Cincinnati. He is the 
founding partner of TYA 
Design, which has won 
numerous design awards in China, 
Spain, Mexico, UK, and United 
States. He holds a Master in 
Architecture from Tsinghua 
University, a Master of Arts in 
Digital Media and Technology 
from Michigan State University,  
and a Master of Fine Arts degree  
in Interactive and Game Design 
from Savannah College of Art and 
Design. His multi-disciplinary 
research includes computational 
design, digital fabrication, BIM, 
performance driven design, virtual 
reality & augmented reality, crowd 
simulation &way-finding, and 
human-computer interaction (HCI). 
He is the author of the book, 
Parametric Building Design with 
Autodesk Maya, published by 
Routledge in 2014, and Urban 
Paleontology: Evolution of Urban 
Forms, published in 2008.

MATTHEW TURNER
Writer and Architect,  

Studio Augustii Architects (UK)

Matthew Turner holds a Master in 
Architecture from The Bartlett 
School of Architecture (UCL) where 
he graduated with distinction in 
thesis and design, as well as 
winning The Bartlett School of 
Architecture’s writing prize. He has 
written for LOBBY, The London 
Magazine, Architectural Research 
Quarterly, this is tomorrow, 
DrawingOn, Photomonitor,  
The Pluralist, Wallpaper, and 
Elephant. Turner also teaches at 
Chelsea College of Art and the 
University of Brighton. 
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